2. Phonology 

Motu has a relatively uncomplicated phonological system. All syllables are 
open. There is a small set of fifteen consonantal and five vowel phonemes; 
no complicating morphophonemic rules have to be registered. 

The consonant phonemes of the recognised written standard form of the 
language are: 

Table 1. Consonants 







Labial 


Alveolar 


Velar 
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Fricatives 
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770 Motu 

Of these /t/ is manifested as [s] before high vowels and as [t] elsewhere. 
Otherwise /p/ is often realised as [f] or [$] but particularly so at Gaire in the 
Eastern Motu section. In addition there is no /h/ in the Western Motu 
villages of Manumanu, Pari and part of Hanuabada and [r] often occurs 
where [1] is expected and vice versa in Lealea and Boera (to a lesser extent), 
also in the Western section. Formerly /l/ was generally realised as [n] in the 
Western villages of Tatana and Vabukori but is now only so realised in the 
speech of older speakers. 

Table 2. Vowels 





Front 


Central 


Back 


High 


i 




u 


Mid 


e 


9 





Low 




a 
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